National New Year

‘We can’t continue to crowd a million people along
harbour’: Council considers overhaul of New Year’s
Eve
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Sydney’s New Year’s Eve celebrations face an overhaul, with the City of Sydney contemplating the use of
light shows, lasers and drones for this year’s event as it renegotiates a ﬁve-year agreement with the state
government.
But lord mayor Clover Moore said the multimillion-dollar ﬁreworks on Sydney Harbour will remain the
centrepiece of the festivities despite the COVID-19 crisis which kept most Sydneysiders away from the
foreshore last year, and the 2019 controversy over staging the ﬁreworks display during the bushﬁre crisis.

Sydney Lord Mayor Clover Moore said ﬁreworks remain the most spectacular, economical and egalitarian
entertainment for New Year’s Eve. DOMINIC LORRIMER

“Fireworks are still the most spectacular, economical and egalitarian entertainment the City can provide,”
she said.
“But we are always looking for new ideas and technologies to enhance the event and keep it the premiere
celebration of New Year locally and globally – light shows, lasers and drones are certainly being
considered.”
Cr Moore’s comments follow councillor Craig Chung’s call for New Year’s Eve celebrations to be spread
across the city rather than concentrated on the harbour.
Cr Chung said the COVID-19 crisis had changed how people live and work “and NYE is no different”.

COVID-19 restrictions curtailed 2020 New Year’s Eve celebrations on Sydney Harbour.
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“Sydney Harbour will always be an international icon of NYE but COVID has changed the way people get
together, so we can’t continue to crowd a million people along the harbour foreshore,” he said.
Cr Chung said last year that New Year’s Eve organisers should consider lasers, drones and other
“spectacular light shows” in addition to the ﬁreworks display.
He said the Vivid festival provided a blueprint for how the event could illuminate not only Sydney
Harbour, but other parts of the city.
“People want to spend their money and their time in their local community so celebrating NYE should be
no different,” he said. “We should be thinking about a hybrid ﬁreworks and Vivid-style light show all over
Sydney.”
But Cr Moore said New Year’s Eve provided an opportunity to support local businesses in Sydney’s CBD by
encouraging people to visit the city centre.

“We will follow public health orders and ensure a COVID-safe and inclusive event,” she said. “We want to
encourage people to return to the city, safely, to enjoy a spectacular show and all Sydney has to offer.”
Australia’s borders will remain shut until mid-2022, but Cr Moore said the event also helped keep Sydney
“at the front of people’s minds” when international tourism ﬁnally resumes.
The debate over New Year’s Eve comes as the council negotiates a new ﬁve-year agreement with the NSW
government to stage the iconic event.
The state government took over the running of the ﬁreworks last year because of the COVID-19 crisis, but
Cr Moore said the council will produce this year’s celebrations.
Fellow councillor Angela Vithoulkas said residents should be asked their views on how to celebrate New
Year’s Eve and “not just politicians making decisions in their own bubble”.
“The challenge I’m sure would be that it is an annual event held on one evening that takes a long lead
time to prepare for, so making it different could be a risk,” she said. “It would take brave leadership to do
this.”
Labor councillor Linda Scott said the ﬁreworks were a great tradition but the council should consider
“more sustainable” options to celebrate New Year’s Eve such as more light shows and less smoky ﬁreworks
that impact amenity and the environment.
Cr Scott also said the COVID-19 crisis should not be used as an excuse to charge spectators to watch the
New Year’s Eve ﬁreworks.
“A ballot system is the only way to guarantee equity,” she said. “We can ring in the New Year with fun and
fairness, not views for a few.”
Tourism Minister Stuart Ayres said he was looking forward to “a bright and happy” New Year’s Eve with
COVID safety plans in place for larger outdoor events and conﬁdence increasing.
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