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Proposal for Chinese Heritage Museum in
Sydney divides councillors
A FLEDGLING proposal to build a Chinese Heritage Museum within the City
of Sydney has divided two Chinese-Australian councillors.
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PERMANENT recognition of the contribution of Sydney’s Chinese community
could be on the cards — and it’s about time, says one of its own.
Since the 1800s, when Chinese culture first made its way to Sydney when British tea traders
brought workers from Guangzhou and landed in Sydney Harbour, the Chinese community has
been a defining influence on the city.
However, while many capital cities, including Melbourne, Chicago, Los Angeles, London,
Vancouver, and Zurich, have official museums to recognise the contribution of their local
Chinese communities, Sydney is home to none.
Liberal councillor Craig Chung passed a notice of motion at Monday night’s council meeting,
calling on the City of Sydney to support the establishment of a Chinese Heritage Museum to
celebrate the Chinese-Australian community.
At the meeting, Cr Chung asked for cross-party support for the establishment of a Chinese
Heritage Museum Working Group.
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Cr Chung invited councillor Robert Kok, of the Clover Moore Independent Team, one other
councillor, and up to eight other community representatives, to initiate the working group to
investigate a suitable location and working model for the museum.
The motion, and call for support from Cr Kok, was knocked back amid accusations of politicising
the issue for personal gain and requests for any proposal for the museum to be initiated by the
community.
Despite this, Cr Chung has committed to establishing a working party — with or without the
support of council — and will commence meetings of the working party in Town Hall rooms this
month.
Cr Chung argued despite the community being “part of the fabric of Sydney,” there is not only is
there no official museum, but there is no official means of promoting and preserving Chinese
culture and history in Sydney.

Haymarket Library could be repurposed as a
Chinese Heritage Museum.

“The cuisine contribution, the cultural contribution, the economic and business contribution
that the Chinese community has made to Australia has just been enormous,” Cr Chung said.
It was high time the City invested in a permanent recognition of this, he said.
While the working party should be a community lead process and open to all suggestions, the
logical location for the museum would be in Haymarket, he said.
Since the announcement of the proposal, a large number of the community have been in contact
with Cr Chung to express their support, including MPs Victor Dominello, David Coleman and
Mark Coure.

60 MINUTES’ $1M EXCLUSIVE WITH CASSIE
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Sydney Living Museums curator Nicola Teffer, and Tammy Wong Hulbert, former exhibitions
co-ordinator at Melbourne’s Chinese Museum have also thrown their support behind the
project.
Many have suggested the soon to be vacated Haymarket Library as an ideal space for the
museum.

