
CRAIG CHUNG 
Candidate for Liberal Preselection in Bennelong

Engaged / Effective / Local



About Craig
Like many people in Bennelong, Craig’s ancestry can be traced 
beyond the shores of Australia. His great grandfather arrived 
from Canton in 1882, his father was born in Hong Kong and his 
mum is a 5th generation Australian. Born in 1968, Craig grew 
up in Sydney with 3 siblings. His dad is a general practitioner (still 
practicing full time at 83 years old!) and his mum was a small 
business owner. Craig’s parents instilled in him the values of hard 
work, service and family. Craig regularly volunteered with the 
Sydney City Mission (now Mission Australia) and other charities 
where his mother and father had volunteered. These experiences 
imprinted on Craig the importance of charity, equity and the 
responsibility each of us has to contribute to our community. 

On completing his HSC, Craig went on to complete his Bachelor 
of Arts (Communication and Psychology) and later Bachelor of 
Laws. Craig and Nicole launched their small business owning and 
operating hotels in 1997 before being married in 1998. For 20 
years they have called Bennelong their home raising 2 amazing 
children: Courtney attended Arden Anglican School in Epping 
and is now studying Commerce Law at Macquarie University; 
Tristan is in his final year at Epping Boys.

Craig and Nicole understand the juggling act that is family, 
small business and careers. The pressures of housing, childcare, 
finance and work/life balance keep Craig grounded to the 
realities of modern life for many people in Australia. Craig is 
blessed to have the support of his family who are as invested in 
his desire to contribute as he is.

Councillor Craig Chung speaking in Ryde

Craig with family 1985

Craig with APEC delegation  
in Washington DC including 
Kate Carnell, John Brogden 

& Gary Hardgrave

Craig graduating Law in 2005

Craig working at Australia House, London 1987

Courtney, Craig, Nicole and Tristan (with pooches Gracie and Ella)

Craig and Nicole at their first hotel, Tattersalls Hotel 1997



Why I am the right  
Liberal for Bennelong
Australia is a fortunate country and I’m optimistic about its future, 
but there is no certainty that our prosperous and blessed story 
will continue without strong leadership and a real vision for our 
country. Recent events in Ukraine, strategic trade and military 
threats in East Asia, along with the challenges of domestic issues 
such as cost of living, housing affordability, climate change and 
the resultant growing inequality in our society demonstrate that 
Bennelong needs a leader who is locally grounded and with a 
national vision.

I’m standing for Bennelong because I know I can make a 
long-term contribution to our country both as the member for 
Bennelong and as a member of a Federal Coalition government. 
The future member for Bennelong will walk in the footsteps of 
giants and my first priority will be to consolidate the seat for the 
Liberal Party, to demonstrate to the people that once again,  
they have someone who is one of them, someone they can  
trust to work hard and deliver outcomes for this crucial seat.   
A ministerial appointment is something that I have always aspired 
to. I would draw upon my many years in private enterprise assessing 
feasibility versus risk, employing people, growing turnover and 
creating wealth. All core economic Liberal values. But first things first.

It would be an honour to represent Bennelong in our Federal 
Parliament. But we can’t take anything for granted. ”Locally 
grounded with a national focus” – that’s me in a nutshell. I’m one 
of you, and I’m ready to serve. When you get your chance to vote 
on 23rd March, I would be honoured to receive your support.

Craig with (then) Prime Minister Tony Abbott

Campaigning with John Alexander MP 2017

Armenian Festival with Trent Zimmerman MP,  
(then) Premier Gladys Berejiklian 
and Minister Damien Tudehope

Speaking with ABC TV news

Presenting to the 20-20 CitiesToday forum, San Diego 2018

Craig is a regular panelist on ABC TV The Drum



A Proven History of Service
Councillor, City of Ryde 2012 – 2016. 

Councillor, City of Sydney 2016 – December 2021.

Community service throughout the district including present  
board member of Stryder Community Transport and current Meals 
on Wheels volunteer (Ryde Hunters Hill Community Services). Many 
other individual volunteering roles with local organisations. Active 
member Macquarie Park Ryde Gladesville Business Chamber. 
Continuing member of Macquarie Park Forum (2012 – present) 
and Ryde Economic Advisory Committee (2012 – present).

Achieved many outcomes for Ryde including:

• Campaigned for and achieved over $10m funding for Epping 
Road intersection upgrades with Minister Victor Dominello MP

• Saved Blenheim Park from high rise development and 
successfully commenced master planning for expanding  
the park

• Connected closely with local community members to reduce 
traffic, parking and congestion in local residential streets. 
Examples include: closed Gannett Street Gladesville; turned 
Eltham Street one-way in Gladesville, closed College Street 
behind Bunnings in Gladesville; introduced resident parking 
schemes in Morshead, Clarence and Warwick Streets, North 
Ryde; disabled and drop off parking in West Parade and 
Miriam Road, West Ryde

• Championed and introduced Community Council meetings; 

• Campaigned for active transport options throughout 
Macquarie Park through “Connect MP”

• Introduced direct spending for active transport and pedestrian 
infrastructure in Macquarie Park through specially reserved 
funding from parking revenue

A proven media performer across 
print, TV, radio and digital channels

Campaigning for John Alexander 2019

Campaigning for Trent Zimmerman 2019

Connected to small business – Tony at Kent Road Auto

Connected to community – Dog catch up in North Ryde

Connected to small business – Kevin at North Ryde Pharmacy

Connected to community – Discussing traffic issues at Kent Rd Public School



Foreign Affairs and Trade 
Craig has been at the forefront of developing new thinking and policies for ASEAN and the Asia-Pacific. 
In 2017 Craig was invited to join the World Chinese Economic Forum Global Advisory Council, a non-
government think tank for ASEAN and Asia-Pacific policy debate. Craig’s strategic thinking and vision for 
Australia’s place in the region has been widely recognised for his contribution, both in person presenting in 
Hong Kong and Macau and through his substantial networks in the region.

Smart Cities and Regions 
Craig is recognised as a futurist thinker in the development of smart cities and regions. His perspective has 
been sought out regularly to present at global meetings including San Diego, Moscow, Dubai and across 
Australia. He represented Australia’s Minister for Cities, Hon Angus Taylor at the 2018 Smart Cities World Expo 
Forum in Sydney. Craig has partnered with global corporations such as Mastercard to advance his and 
Australia’s policy outlook for technological development in our cities and regions.

Small Business Experience 
In 1997, Craig and Nicole bought their first hotel, the Tattersalls Hotel in Rozelle. Over the years, Craig has 
become a small business turnaround specialist owning several hotels in Sydney and regional NSW, often 
taking businesses out of receivership and into profitability. He knows first-hand what it means to take risks, 
borrow capital, suffer setbacks, re-grow capital and to work smart and hard. Craig is also the director of 
an Emergency Services Start-Up, a business and strategic consulting company and an education services 
provider. His work as a strategic advisor and lawyer allows him to assist others.

An Elected Liberal 
Craig has a long history serving his community through volunteering and community activism. In 2012, 
Craig was elected to the East Ward of Ryde Council and served a four-year term. He proudly lists saving 
Blenheim Park from high-rise development, delivering over $10m funding for Epping Road and many traffic 
calming measures in residential streets as some of his achievements. In 2016 when Ryde Council was 
subject to a state government amalgamation plan, Craig was invited by the Liberal Party to contest the City of 
Sydney Council elections and he served on that Council from 2016-2021 delivering transparent live streaming 
of council meetings, an affordable housing complex for women over 55 at risk of homelessness and Chinese 
heritage Museum in Haymarket as personal wins for the community.

A Liberal Vision at Home and Abroad

Speaking at Parliament House

2AC Chinese Radio

Advocating for Small business



Deep roots and strong support  
within the community and party 

Dave Sharma MP: “I know Craig to be an effective  

and outstanding communicator. His time in local 

government means he understands what is required to 

be a formidable advocate for the community and how 

to cut through to the heart of the issues for voters. These 

are all essential skills for Parliamentarians. I have no doubt 

Craig will be a strong campaigner and a dedicated 

local voice for Bennelong. Craig will hit the ground 

running as an active and engaged candidate using  

those extensive local connections.

Dr Fiona Martin MP: In my opinion, Craig has the 

Bennelong candidate trifecta - hard working, smart and 

connected. He has already shown he can deliver for 

Bennelong and his experience and passion will help him 

make a valuable contribution to the Federal Parliament.  

I give him my wholehearted support.

John Alexander MP, Hansard, 14/2/2018: There are 

some other volunteers who went above and beyond and 

deserve special mention. Councillor Craig Chung, the 

“King of Eastwood”, has been a part of the Bennelong 

family for many years and has once again achieved 

great feats at the Eastwood Booth. This year the Labor 

Party threw absolutely everything they had at this most 

critical of booths, focussing huge numbers there 

throughout the campaign and peddling falsehoods that 

did them a disservice. Craig stood tall through this and 

claimed a historic victory every bit as impressive as the  

12 per cent swing he achieved in 2016.

Victor Dominello MP: Craig is without a doubt one 

of the most diligent and hardworking campaigners I 

have seen during my time in politics. He is a formidable 

campaigner and loyal servant of the Liberal Party locally, 

having played a crucial role in my successful re-election 

as Member for Ryde in 2015 and 2019. I strongly endorse 

Craig’s candidacy for Bennelong and commend him for 

his service to the Party.

Mr Miguel A. Gamino JR, Executive Vice President  

for Global Cities, Mastercard: Craig is a visionary for  

the sustainable economic and equitable growth of cities  

and regions. He is recognised for his thought leadership 

and is regularly called upon to present his concepts and 

ideas in forums around the world. He is an ideal person 

for parliamentary service and I support him in  

his endeavours.

Tan Sri Michael O.K. Yeoh, President  

Kingsley Strategic Institute for Asia Pacific: Craig is 

an active and valued member of the Global Advisory 

Council for the World Chinese Economic Forum. His 

leadership and bold vision for Australia’s strategic place 

in ASEAN and the Asia Pacific is widely respected and 

highly regarded. I fully support his seeking to deliver his 

experience and leadership to the Australian Parliament.

Miriam Geddes, Liberal Party Member for 72 years: 

Craig is a stand-out individual who commands nothing 

less than the highest endorsement as he offers himself for 

preselection in Bennelong. I’m convinced it is our Party’s 

ability to attract the talents of achievers like Craig that has 

kept me involved for so long. In saying this, my measuring 

stick is a pretty tough one – having had Hon John Howard 

OM AC as my local member for 33 years! As with John 

Howard, it is the quality of integrity that shines through with 

Craig. He listens with empathy, and delivers with purpose. 

He’s too cluey to be fobbed off by the “we know best” 

culture of the bureaucracy, and is prepared to lose a bit 

of skin fighting for the public interest.

ASAF Founder Ash Gholkar: The Australian South Asia 

Forum Incorporated (ASAF) (www.asaf.org.au) would 

like to take the opportunity to strongly endorse the 

candidature of Craig Chung for pre-selection as the 

Liberal Party candidate for the electorate of Bennelong. 

No one else can better epitomise the honest, liberal, 

progressive and multicultural face of Australia,  

as Craig does.

Tony Abboud, President Ryde Macquarie Park 

Chamber Of Commerce: I believe that Craig has all 

the attributes to represent this community. He is a natural 

communicator and orator. He cares about people 

and most importantly, listens. People gravitate to Craig 

because he is authentic. Craig has demonstrated his 

commitment to this community, and the community 

supports him in return. I believe Craig is best placed to 

serve Bennelong and I unconditionally endorse him  

for this role.

Benjamin Chow AO Co-founder Liberal Party  

Chinese Council:  Craig’s diverse cultural, business  

and family background presents an ideal opportunity  

for the Liberal Party to select a person who truly reflects 

the diversity of our Australian society.

Craig Chung 
email: craig@craigchung.com.au 
mobile: 0412 605 597


