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Dilapidated Pyrmont staircase poses real
danger to users
URGENT upgrades are needed to address a steep community staircase in
Pyrmont which has deteriorated to the point of being dangerous.
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Councillor Craig Chung (bottom, centre) and
residents are calling for a lift to be install next to the
Mount St steps in Pyrmont. Picture: Daniel Aarons

URGENT upgrades are needed to address a staircase of 19th century steps which
have deteriorated to the point of being dangerous, Pyrmont residents claim.
Community members say a lack of proper maintenance for the stairs linking upper and lower
Mounts streets in Pyrmont has resulted in deteriorated treads and handrail, causing concern for
elderly, children and other residents especially in wet weather.
While Lord Mayor Clover Moore has acknowledged that the stairs currently do not comply with
the City of Sydney’s standards, no further upgrades to the handrails are planned.
Resident groups Friends of the Pyrmont Community Centre and Pyrmont Action have both
reported the stairs as an issue to the City several times since 2015. The stairs, which were built in
1889, were rebuilt in the 1970s with landings installed for pedestrian safety and access.
At the time the original stairs were “very steep and difficult to access,” a City of Sydney
spokesman said.
Last year the steps were given rust repairs, while replacement to the timber treads commenced
in June and will be due for completion in July.

The steps are deteriorating and pose a danger to
users, say residents.

Liberal councillor Craig Chung has called on the City to accelerate all upgrades to the steps,
including a revision of the angle of the stairs and an investigation into the construction of a lift.
“The Lord Mayor has admitted that the stairs in their current state do not comply with current
standards,” Cr Chung said.
“The treads are dangerous, the handrail doesn’t comply and the steepness of the stairs is an
accident waiting to happen,” Cr Chung said.
“The lack of appropriate care and maintenance by the City despite local groups and individuals
coming forward has put the community at risk,” he said.
“The City of Sydney has a duty to public safety to guarantee upgrades to the Mount St steps are
conducted as soon as possible and are fully compliant with all relevant standards for public
stairs”.
The delay of the upgrades was not acceptable and due to apathy, Cr Chung said.
A City spokesman said the council regularly monitored the condition of its assets and carried out
works as required.
“Lift and ramp access is available at Knoll Park, 350m away from the Mount St stairs. An
accessible path is also located at McCaffery’s Hill,” he said.

